AL

HAZED>THBORBEER L3 FHAS

Happy Fijians’
_71'*‘/'- DEDLBEF

[ RsEERE] 1 0N

“Bula!” That is Fijian for “Hi!” and smiling people say it to
me all the time as I stroll through the bright sunlit streets of
~ Fiji. '

Fiji is a country that lies more or less in the middle of the
South Pacific. It comprises about 300 islands and has a land
area roughly equal to that of the Japanese island of Shikoku.

Its population numbers about 890,000, mostly of Fijian or .

Indian descent. Many people of Fijian descent are Christian.
The main industries are tourism, for which Fiji’s beautiful
marine environment is the greatest resource, and agriculture
revolving around products such as sugar. According to the
World Bank, Fiji’s GDP for the year 2017 was 5.061 billion
U.S. dollars, which is about one thousandth the GDP of Japan.
Yet, according to an American survey regarding subjective feel-
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Story and photos by Fuijii Tatsuya, Mainichi Shimbun staff photographer
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ings of happiness in various countries around the world, Fiji Lautoka. Felicia, who lives in Lautoka with a family of five,
topped the list in 2018. It was, in fact, the third time in four has been welcoming Japanese students as homestay guests for
years that Fiji ranked No. 1 in happiness. One of the reasons the past seven years. “Fiji has a rich culture, and we live by
that Fijians feel so happy is the great importance they place on cherishing other people,” she says. In fact, her yard was full of

helping each other. “Kerekere” is the Fijian word for “mutual other people’s children playing happily together.
aid,” and mutual aid is central to Fijian culture. That is, helping  Taniguchi Hiroshi, 47, is the head of South Pacific Free Bird
each other is a way of life for families, communities and vil- (based in Tokyo’s Shinjuku Ward), which has maintained a lan-
lages. The people of Fiji do not have a strong concept of own- guage school in Fiji for 15 years. Taniguchi says he was drawn
ership. They share food and household items — or rather, you to Fiji by the way Fijians always help each other. “Fijians love
might say that they “co-own” them. It is common not only for to talk to people, so it’s a great place to improve your English
families, but for neighbors and acquaintances to share their skills,” he adds. Fujita Hina, 17, a student and homestay guest
meals. in Fiji, agrees: “They treat me like one of their own children,
) S and they’re so kind. I was amazed at the way they help people
BUFELAFSC. BEERCUSLY without expecting anything in return.” Fujita is in the third
Viti Levu is Fiji’s main island, where the capital city of Suva year of her studies abroad and is presently preparing for college

is located. On the west coast of the same island lies the city of entrance exams.
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On one weekday afternoon, families and students lolled

about on the lawns of a park in Suva and let time drift by. I was
envious of this luxury — the luxury of doing nothing in the
bright sunlight and gentle breeze of this southern isle.
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